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| FAMINE-STRICKEN FOR TWENTY TEARS
By Leo Harumaa, the tamous Nikilst |
Of the localitios afflicted by famine in
Bussin | s persaoally acquainted only

with Saratoff and Samars, the first of
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fering lutensely from the shortage la
food supplies.

The humediate cnuse of this greal
famine is not to be fuund in the bad 3':.\..
harvest of last year. It ia & well :'..‘:.2."..":.."".."..'.‘.:‘..
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from Mescow, Lilaw, and cther large
sitien

Tha great international market st
NijueNovgerad s flllod with sailow-
cheaked begyas peasants, who have
Socked thare only to find an emply
market, and desiltution almost a3 severs
B8 6 s a8 their bomes in Samars and
Kazan The highwars sbout Kiew,
about Nove-Ousersy, Samarn and Ka-
san are fllled with starving men,
women and children, lntent upon plun-
der, looking to prisos walls as a haven
of food and drink, Childres are stran-
gled s they resch for the crust of lh.,
brewd which must go to the famishing |
sad strouger mother and father.

Canes of aeule starvation are reported ;
from all sides. Contagious diseases, di- '
et eunw-guea-"m of starvation, have
bruken out in Kuzan, adtding their raw |
ages to those caused Ly  buager.
Judicial proceedings in common law
eourts have had to be stopped, becguse
witnesses bappened Lo be peasants and
wers Jying with feet swollen from star-
Pation.

Mothers are killing their childrea
that they may ot sec them tortursd by
hunger; parents are selling thelr dangh-
ters o grt o crustof breal.  Whole dis-
wicts are slow!y starving themselves
out wpon plg-weed, bhusks and boiled
grass.  The papers are publishiog elab-
arate artieles upon the ase of gseornaand |
other simliar subsiaonves as a substitute |
for corn.

1a twelve of the provinces the famine
s complote. [naix only partial. Forty
willions are suferiny xad it isestimated

TUE BELIEF TRAIN COMING IXTO BAMARA.

AT A BELIRF STATION.

rellef fund. In fact, the Journal de
St Petersburg announces that its own
subsoription list in four days reached
4,436 rubles

At the Anitchikow bridge, in St
Petersburg, the government receives
each day over a thousand wagon loads
of food and clothing. All the ship
companies on the Hlack sea are sond-
ing gruin to the port nearest the
famiue district free of charge, publish.
iong their offers ln all of the papers of
Moscow amd St Petersburg.  Relief
traloa are leaving Libau and St Peters
burg many tunes a day, stopping at all
way stations to add to their great loads
of grain, food and clothing. The trains
{rom St. Petersburg cover the central
part of the stricken district; those from
Libau go direet to the Volga river to
the town of Tzaritzan, near Ast:altnn

The transportation facilities 10 the
morthern part of the stricken districts
are excoedingly meager, and it s on
this asoount that the famine there is so
intense. Caravans of wagona leave
Moseow and the railroad termini daily,
aiding as they move along.

All this shows that while there may
be enormous waste through bribery and
peculation the grest mass of the Ilus-
sian people hare awakened to the situa-
tion aud sre doing what they can.

“I'ha Gireek church is doiog a hereulean
work. lis arms reach out to every nook
and cornor of the vast empire, and
while in the stricken districts the places
of worship have been changed into hos-
pitals and distribution halls, in all other
sections they have become receiviag
stations, and none so poor as to hold
back his mite. It is this united work
of the government and the church
which was, however, found powerless
to reliere all the destitute.

Forty million is the nomber of the
penniless. and inthe face of that gaunt
speater even despotism gave way and
the one co that individoals
could distribute the dopations they re-
enived, was wade. It wasat this june-
ture that Count Tolstol jumped, armed
with practical ideas and back of him o
hoat of rich “friends, into the midst of
the destruction and Began the estab-
Ushment of his famons soup houses
“First the children aond the aged.” e
eried. *The strong can suffer till those
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secutive years, during which thme these

same people, now poignantly affected,
have been living in a state of chroal

starvution, now forced to a crisls only

by the empliness of

'“."'h |
The cause of this starvation has been

the taxes extorted from the peasants by
the government Those taxes may be

divided into three kinds: Oolest, provin: |

cial and imperial, which correspond to
theo county. state aud national tazes of |
the United States. The local or ocolest
are per capita taxes that go to keep up
the police, roada
priests apd churches. Besides these
the loeal offieials, appointed from St
Petersburg, have to ba bribed by the
peasants. The provinclal taxes pay the
salaries of the proviucial ofticials, keep
up the poliee eourts and the provineial
schools and colleges. To this class ol
taxes must be added the cost of the
revenue stamps that are attuched to
every petition addressed either to court
or executive ofliclal and to passporis
Then the central government collects a
perecupita tax from each peasant of 2
rubles n year, or the equivalent of §1.50.
These various kinds of taxes, including
bribery, extortion and usury, aggregate
from 30 to 40 rubles a year to tho indi
vidual, or $20.

Now let us get the value of a ruble to
a Kussisn peasant. In the central prov.
inces o poasant with o horse can earn
one rublo a day, or 50 cenls, but he
must find for himsel! and animal. But
the average peasant does not earn more
than 8§50 & year, so the importance of &
820 tax to him can be appreciated ata

glance,

Michailoff, = writer for a Enssian
magazine, has recently writton of some
startling examples of this taxing of the
peasantry. [le bas colleeted statistics
from eleven villages in a smail area in
the province of Simolensk that show
that the uncollscted, but overdne, taxes
for that territory are ten times the
actnal valuation of the property. Since
no money could be found among the
peasauts the officiais resorted o flog
ging in an effort to squeeze it out ol
them. Each inhabitant was subjected
to 300 lashes a year for three years
That, at least, was the average numbes
of lashes, and if one man missed his ul
lotment his neighbor was required te
take o double dose. At Narva, in the
provinee of St. Potersburg. this same
suthor estimates the total income of the
peasanis to be 250,000 rubles a year i
the time of an uverage harvest. But the
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